Welcome…
When you
don’t know
where to
begin…

“Light of the World.” That is a key way
Jesus describes himself. We sometimes say,
“I’m in the dark”; meaning I don’t know what’s
going on.
When the Bible tells us how Jesus was born, it does
so to bring us out of our darkness into His light. God being
born into our world that we might be brought into His!
I am so pleased that Kirsty has included some thoughts on Christmas
below. We would love to have you join with us this Christmas.
You’ll find details here and a warm welcome.
Rev. Dr Scott Kirkland

A deadline. A sales target.
An assignment. Your tax return.
Clearing out the cupboard. A challenging child.
A marriage in tatters. A business hanging in the balance.
We all have seasons in our lives that threaten our preferred
state of equilibrium - that sense that we’re in control. Raised blood
pressure, frayed tempers, acting out, illness, depression: all symptoms and evidences of the
things in life that we’d rather not be dealing with.
So what do we do in the winter seasons? The seasons when life hands us lemons.
The seasons when there are no clear-cut answers.
I was a first year undergrad with my first assignment: an exposition of Haydn’s Harmonimesse - hardly a
subject that piqued my interest. Several days passed and I still hadn’t fashioned a single sentence. A
thought came: Write what’s obvious. It was the jump start I needed, a departure point and a compass
for that assignment. Years later I found a similar verse in the Bible: Wisdom is directly in front of a
discerning person (Proverbs 17 verse 24a New English Translation).
What does that proverb mean? To me? It means refocussing on what’s important. We have a tendency
to let our eyes wander to the ends of the earth. In fact, that’s what the verse goes on to say. We can so
easily lose sight of what is right under our nose in the pursuit of what we desire - not necessarily for
ourselves but for those we love.
For many, Christmas can be a stressful time for exactly that reason - the pressure to make everyone
else’s Christmas magical. I know, I’m a mum with young kids who teaches infants - there are Nativity
plays and Christmas parties coming out my ears. Christmas cards, late night shopping, wrapping gifts,
family gatherings, elderly relatives, hosting dinners. Christmas might as well be spelt implode.
But that verse acts as a beacon, a candle shining in the darkness. It takes
my perception of need, of what is necessary and simplifies it. It
reminds me of what Christmas really means - that the same
God who invites us to reason with Him in order that our
sins which are scarlet be made white as snow (Isaiah 1
verse 18), entered our world in an act that spoke louder
than words, an invitation that has echoed through
history and awaits your response today.
Wishing you a blessed Christmas.

Kirsty Bell
www.maxwellmearns.org.uk

27 November

10.30 am

Ready For Christmas – 4

4 December

10.30 am

Ready For Christmas – 3

11 December

10.30 am

Ready For Christmas – 2

18 December

10.30 am
7 pm

Nativity Play
Ready For Christmas – 1
Carol Service Mince Pies & Hot Chocolate

19-23 December 3.30-4 pm

Carol Singing at Avenue for Bethany Trust

24 December

6.30 pm
11.15 pm

Christmas Eve by Candlelight (early)
Christmas Eve by Candlelight (late)

25 December

10.30 am

Christmas Has Come (40 minute service)

1 January

10.30 am

New Year’s Day Service

Maxwell Mearns Castle Parish Church

Sunday Services and Weekly Timetable
Sunday
Morning Worship (with Creche, Hizkidz & Youth)

10.30am

Evening Worship (alternate Sundays) August-June

7.00pm

Housegroups (alternating with Evening Worship Sundays/Mondays)
Youth meetings in evenings for Secondary aged pupils ...details from office

Monday
*Toddler group

10.00am

Tuesday
*Toddler group

10.00am

*Playgroup (age 2+)

9.30 – 11.25am

Wednesday
*Toddler group

10.00am

*Playgroup (age 2+)

9.30 – 11.25am

*High School Lunch Club

12.20 – 1pm

*Castle Coffee Club (older adults)
*Rainbows, Brownies & Guides

1.30 – 3pm
For details, contact Pauline Forster on 07764 741978

The Pulse (prayer meeting)

7.15 – 8.30pm

Thursday
*Toddler group

10.00am

*Playgroup (age 2+)

9.30 – 11.25am

*Basement Club (S1-S6)

7.00pm

Friday
*Playgroup (age 2+)

9.30 – 11.25am

Tom’s Club (monthly) (Adults needing additional adult support)

7.30 – 9pm

*During School Terms
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Glasgow G77 5RE
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email office@maxwell mearns.org.uk
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Minister, Rev. Dr. Scott Kirkland
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